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He also pointed to the hope that a future congress of the Federal Union
would be held in India.

The  Vegetarian, 13-6-1891

79.   INTERVIEW TO "THE VEGETARIAN9*-I
Mr. Gandhi was first asked what was the reason which first induced him
to think of coming over to England and adopting the legal profession.
In a word, ambition. I matriculated at the Bombay Univer-
sity in the year 1887. Then I joined the Bhavnagar College, for
unless you graduate at the Bombay University you get no status
in society. If you want any employment before that, you cannot
secure unless, of course, you have a very good influence to back
you up, a respectable post, giving a handsome salary. But I found
that \ would have to spend three years at the least before I could
graduate. Moreover, I suffered from constant headaches and nose-
bleeding, and this was supposed to be due to the hot climate. And,
after all, I could not, even after graduating, expect any very great
income. While I was incessantly brooding over these things, an
old friend of my father saw and advised me to go to England and
take the robe; he, as it were, fanned the fire that was burn-
ing within me. I thought to myself, "If I go to England not
only shall I become a barrister (of whom I used to think a great
deal), but I shall be able to see England, the land of philosophers
and poets, the very centre of civilization." This gentleman had
great influence with my elders, and so he succeeded in persuading
them to send me to England.
This is a very brief statement of my reasons for coming to
England, but they by no means represent my present views.
Of course, your friends were all delighted at your ambitious purpose ?
Well, not all. There are friends and friends. Those who were
my real friends, and of about my age, were very glad to hear that
I was to go to England. Some were friends, or rather, well-wishers,
old in years. These sincerely believed that I was going to ruin
myself, and that I would be a disgrace to my family by going to
England. Others, however, set up their opposition simply from
1 To enable Englishmen to appreciate the difficulties confronting Hindus
intending to proceed to England for studies and to point out to such Hindus
how the difficulties might be overcome, a representative of The Vegetarian put
Gandhiji a number of questions.